COUNTY:

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

SITE NAME: MOOREND COMMON

Status:

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981

Local Planning Authorities:

Wycombe District Council

National Grid Reference:

SU802905
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175

1:10,000: SU89 SW, SU79 SE

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act):

1972

Date of Last Revision: 1976

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act):

1985

Date of Last Revision:

Area: 28.0 ha 69.2 ac
Other information: Formerly known as Moorend Common and Gubbins Hole. The meadows west of the Frieth-Fingest
road are to be renotified separately as Frieth Meadows. Within the Chilterns AONB. Part of the site is owned by Fingest
and Lane End Parish Council and maintained by its Conservation Committee.

Description and Reasons for Notification
This SSSI, comprising Moor Copse as well as Moorend Common itself, lies on an isolated outlier of London Clay and
Reading Beds, unusual on the Chiltern Plateau. These result in acid and, in places, waterlogged soils, with grassland, heath,
marsh, scrub and woodland communities containing several species which are rare in the county. A stream cuts through
to the underlying Chalk at one point to form a swallow-hole, known as Gubbins Hole.
The common land contains remnants of open, formerly more extensive habitats including acid and marshy grassland,
bracken and heather Calluna vulgaris, with invading birch, sallow, aspen Populus tremula, gorse and occasional petty
whin Genista anglica. Compact rush Juncus conglomeratus, Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus, sweet vernal grass
Anthoxanthum odoratum and common bent Agrostis capillaris dominate the relatively drier grassland, where mat grass
Nardus stricta occurs in one of its very few Bucks localities. Other species are yellow and pill sedges Carex demissa
and C. pilulifera, tormentil Potentilla erecta, heath bedstraw Galium saxatile, greater bird's-foot trefoil Lotus uliginosus
and the local hawkweed Hieracium sabaudum. Damper areas here harbour heath spotted orchid Dactylorhiza maculata
ssp. ericetorum, lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica, lesser skullcap Scutellaria minor the last in one of only two Bucks
localities and, where pools have developed, bog mosses Sphagnum spp.
Elsewhere on the common the more marshy areas favour soft and jointed rushes Juncus effusus and J. articulatus,
common sedge Carex nigra and tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa, with wild angelica Angelica sylvestris, marsh
willowherb Epilobium palustre, fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica, fen bedstraw Galium uliginosum, devil's-bit scabious
Succisa pratensis, sneezewort Achillea ptarmica, marsh horsetail Equisetum palustre and southern marsh orchid
Dactylorhiza praetermissa.
The woodlands include three main types: beech high forest with an understorey almost entirely of holly which forms part
of Moor Copse; oak-birch woodland, mostly relatively young and invading former heathland, and containing both Betula
pendula and B. pubescens, gean Prunus avium, hazel, hawthorn, sallow and occasional crack willow Salix fragilis; and
wet ash-sallow woodland near the stream and swallow-hole. A small area has been planted with European larch and
Scots pine, though a dense undergrowth of hawthorn, hazel and birch persists.
The ground flora of these woodlands includes bracken and bramble, wood avens Geum urbanum, woodruff Galium
odoratum, enchanter's nightshade Circaea lutetiana and narrow buckler fern Dryopteris carthusiana as well as several
of the heath and grassland species noted above. Bugle Ajuga reptans and the sedges Carex strigosa and C. remota,
the latter in unusual abundance, occur in the ash-sallow wood, while the local violet helleborine Epipactis purpurata grows

in the plantation.

