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Oxleas, Jack and Shepherdieas Woods are one of the most extensive areas of long established
woodland on the London Clay in Greater London. The woodland has a rich mixture of tree and
shrub species within which severa woodland types can be recognised. The woods contain a number
of species with arestricted digtribution in Greater London.

Most of the woodland lies on a south-east facing dope of the London Clay. In parts the former
coppice system of management is evident, and this traditiond management has been rengated
recently. The mgority of the woodland comprises stands of hazdl-sessile oak, hazel-peduncul ate oak,
and birch-pedunculate oak woodland. These stands tend to lie on the more acid base-poor soils and
carry aground flora of predominantly bramble and bracken, with wood sage Teucrium scorodonia.
Pedunculate oak-hazdl-ash and peduncul ate oak-hornbeam woodland over bramble occurs mainly on
the heavier richer soils, often on the lower dopes. In places the drainage is impeded and there is a
sndl sand of dder. Plants characteristic of these wetter conditions include angdica Angelica
sylvestris, broad buckler fern Dryopteris dilatata and pendul ous sedge Carex pendula.

In parts there is awell developed woodland structure with a variety of trees and in particular, shrubs.
Some of these shrubs have a redricted didribution in the London area such as gudder rose
Viburnum opulus, midland thorn Crataegus laevigata and buckthorn Rhamnus cartharticus,
severd of the species are more usudly associated with outcrops of chak. These include wayfaring
tree Viburnum lantana and dogwood Cornus sanguinea. The woods are also
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noteworthy for the large mature wild cherry Prunus avium, and the wild service tree Sorbus
torminalis. The latter occursin unusud abundance: no other London woodland is known to contain
such alarge population and size range of wild service tree.

In generd the herb layer is typicd of woodland on the London Clay; however there is a substantial
number of plants which are associated with long established woodland.  The spring flora includes
bluebel Hyacinthoides non-scripta in abundance with wood anemone Anemone nemorosa and
wood sorrel Oxalis acetosella. Along streams and ditches remote sedge Carex remota, wood
sedge Carex sylvatica, ydlow pimpene Lysimachia nemorum, a number of ferns and the
uncommon Forster's woodrush Luzula forsteri are found. The lower damper dopes, particularly
where there is an undisturbed litter layer, support a rich variety of fungi. Severd localy uncommon
species are present and more notable species such as Otidea alutacea, Russula pseudointegra,
Ciboria batschiana and Podoscypha multizonata.

Past records indicate the prescence of a diverse and interesting insect fauna - particularly beetles
(Coleoptera), bugs (Hemiptera), and flies (Diptera). More recent sampling records severa notable
species such as the beetles Oligota flavicormis, Scolytus intricatus and the fly Dolichopus
wahlbergi. In addition the Lepidoptera fauna includes a number of interesting species such as the
festoon Apoda avellana, oak Iutestring Cymatophorima diluta and the sergphim Lobophora
halterata amongst the largest moths. The breeding bird community contains a range of woodland
birds and has severd species which are typically associated with the mature timber habitat: tree
creeper, nuthatch, woodpecker, chiffchaff and wood warbler. Wood warbler is a notably scarce and
declining breeding speciesin Greater London.



