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This extensive tract of ancient forest on acid clays, locally overlain by sands and gravels,
provides a valuable area for comparison with the nearby New Forest. It appears to have
had no continuous history of grazing or coppicing, and to have been modified by man to
a lesser degree than most woodland in lowland England. Most of the area is unbroken
oak high foresQuercus petraeandQ. roburbut there is a very large range of woodland
stand-types which reflect variation in soils and drainage. This has produced an
exceptionally rich and varied woodland, both structurally and botanically.

Several species of tree and shrub present in Langley Wood and Homan'’s Copse are now
rare or extinct in the New Forest. Most notable is small-leavedTilaecordatawhich is

present in several areas, generally with tall stems grown from old coppice stools. Apart
from oak, the commonest species are birch, ash and hazel (the latter being rare in the New
Forest). Also present are alder, aspen, sallow, hornbeam, field maple, beech, holly, yew,
crab apple and wild servi@orbus torminalisThe relative scarcity of beech presents

another interesting contrast with the New Forest.

The woodland is crossed by four streams, fed by springs where clay outcrops beneath
permeable drift soils. The valley and flushed areas are dominated by alder and their flora
includes such species as opposite-leaved golden sax@ragsosplenium

oppositifolium ramsongllium ursinum loose-spiked wood sed@arex strigosawater
avensGeum rivale black-currant and red-curraRtbes nigrunmandsylvestreand alder
buckthornFrangula alnus The stream banks support a rich bryophyte flora, eg
Hylocomium brevirostreRhytidiadelphus lorey®icranum majusandScapania

undulata Beside one stream there are a number of plants of hay-scented buckler fern
Dryopteris aemulan its only known locality in central southern England.

The herb layer of much of the oak high forest is relatively sparse, typically with wood
anemonéAnemone nemorosgellow archangel and hairy woodrustizula pilosa Many
scarce woodland species are present, eg lily-of-the-v@eyallaria majalis great
woodrushLuzula sylvaticaorpineSedum telephiuppignutConopodium majys
Solomon’s-seaPolygonatum multiflorumbutcher’s-brooniRuscus aculeatusutsan
Hypericum androsaemuand the two shield-ferolystichum aculeaturandP.

setiferum Drier, acid areas, particularly on banks, support goldeSsotidago

virgaurea cow-wheatMelampyrum pratenseitter vetchLathyrus montanysilberry
Vaccinium myrtilussouthern woodrushuzula forsteriand pale sedgéarex pallescens

The epiphyte lichen flora is particularly rich with many 'old forest' specidsolegyia
pulmonarig Thelopsis rubellaBacidiabiatorina, Catillaria pulverea Arthonia elegans



andPorina coralloidea In addition some of the beard lichens are particularly luxuriant eg
Usnea ceratingU. florida, U. inflata andU. rubiginea

As might be expected for such a large area of deciduous woodland in the south of
England, there is a very wide range of breeding birds. They include buzzard, sparrow-
hawk, nightingale, nightjar, redstart, wood warbler, woodcock and lesser-spotted
woodpecker.

The area is particularly notable for its deer populations, with individuals moving freely
between these woods and the New Forest. The species present are muntjac, roe, fallow,
sika and red deer.

The insects have not been studied but it is highly probable that such a large area of
ungrazed and little-modified deciduous high forest will support a very interesting fauna.
One area of young plantation supports a rich community of butterflies including pearl-
bordered fritillary and Duke of Burgundy, both of which are very rare in the New Forest.

Included within the SSSI is a single unimproved old meadow with ridge and furrow. The
sward supports a high diversity of plants typical of old meadows, including devil’s-bit
scabiousSuccisa pratensiereeping Jenniysimachia nummulariavater aven&eum

rivale, meadow thistl€irsium dissectugrgreen-winged orchi@®rchis moriq southern

marsh orchidactylorhiza praetermissand smooth bromBromus racemosus



